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In a lengthy and intricate halachic responsum
(Sha’alos U'teshuvos Tzemach Tzedek, VY.D.
93), the Tzemach Tzedek demonstrates that
one of the reasons to forbid shaving and
trimming the beard is the prohibition of “Lo
Yilbash" (Parshas Ki Setze/ 22:5), which
proscribes cross dressing between genders.
Various sources have taken exception to this
ruling, including in recent forums and
publications. In the spirit of a2wnw mn T,
following is guidance how to respond to
those who may dispute the Tzemach
Tzedek's opinion on this matter.
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THE TZEMACH TZEDEK ZT’L WRITES THAT THE
TRANSGRESSION OF LO YILBASHIS RELEVANT TO
CUTTING THE BEARD. IS HIS POSITION ACCEPTED

OR REJECTED BY THE POSKIM?

Claim:

In the marei mekomos to the halachah
forums entitled Shavers and Beards, a
comment was made regarding the position of
the Tzemach Tzedek to prohibit shaving and
trimming the beard (also) because of /o
yilbash, as follows: “If you look at our marei
mekomos, you will see a number of
Acharonim who were similarly mystified at
the logic of the great Tzemach Tzedek. Which
is why the Shulchan Aruch as well as the vast
majority of Acharonim disagree with him.”

Response:
The sources which dispute the Tzemach
Tzedek’s position regarding the relevance of /o
yilbash to shaving and trimming the beard
(e.g., Seridei Eish 2:81; [gros Moshe Y.D. 2:6) all
operated on the premise that this concept
was originated by the Tzemach Tzedek.

This premise, however, is erroneous.

The reality is that there are sources in
Rishonim and Acharonim (and even from a
Tanna), who preceded the Tzemach Tzedek,
that state that /o yilbash is applicable to the
removal of the beard, just as the Tzemach
Tzedek posits (and some even cite the same
Talmudic basis as the Tzemach Tzedek).

These Rishonim and Acharonim were
unknown to those who argued against the
Tzemach Tzedek. This is evident from the fact
that those who argue against the Tzemach
Tzedek make no mention whatsoever of the
earlier sources which are aligned with the
Tzemach Tzedek’s position.

It is thus unlikely that those who argued
against the Tzemach Tzedek would reject
his position if they knew that it was shared
by Rishonim and Acharonim who preceded
the Tzemach Tzedek.

[In truth, the Tzemach Tzedek himself was
apparently unaware of the Rishonim and




Acharonim who preceded him and wrote that
lo yilbash applies to shaving, for he makes no
mention of them either.]

The earliest source which expressly associated
lo yilbash with shaving is Targum Yonasan
(by the Tanna Rabi Yonasan ben Uziel), cited by
our own generation’s Gadol Hador, Rav Chaim
Kanievsky, in his sefer Orchos Yosher (ch. 5):
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Targum Yonasan states that one who
does this transgresses the prohibition of
“A man shall not wear a woman'’s dress,”
which includes even cutting the beard
with scissors. Sefer Hachinuch states the
same, adding that one also transgresses
the prohibition of “You shall not follow
their [non-Jewish] practices.” This is
quoted by the Chofetz Chaim in his Sefer
HaMitzvos HaKotzer (Prohibition 177).

[Allow it to be noted that:

e The Targum Yonasan was a Tanna —
Rabi Yonoson ben Uziel.

e For an in-depth analysis regarding the
Targum Yonasan as a basis to prohibit
removing the beard due to /o yilbash, see
the sefer Hadras Ponim Zokon Section 1,
pp. 33-37.

e The Tzemach Tzedek makes no mention
of this Targum Yonasan in his entire
lengthy teshuvah.

e Rav Chaim Kanievsky makes no mention
of the Tzemach Tzedek, thus under-
scoring that the connection between /o
yilbash and the beard is not based solely
on the Tzemach Tzedek.]

RISHONIM WHO STATE EXPRESSLY
THAT LO YILBASH APPLIES TO SHAVING INCLUDE?

e The Ravan (grandfather of the Rosh, in his
sefer Maamar Haskel — quoted in Hadras
Ponim Zokon Section 1, p. 67);

o Sefer Hamanhig (quoted in Hadras Ponim
Zokon p. 105);

e Shibolei Haleket (2:41 — quoted in Hadras
Ponim Zokon p. 117. Also see the new
edition of Shibolei Haleket, where the
publisher notes in footnote 3 that the
Shibolei Haleket is a support for what the
Tzemach Tzedek wrote centuries later);!

e Rabbeinu Chaim Paltiel (quoted in Hadras
Ponim Zokon, fourth ed., p. 689);

e Rabbeinu Asher from Lunil (quoted in
Hadras Ponim Zokon, fourth ed., p. 690).

e Others demonstrate that this was also the
position of the Rashba (see Klei
Chemdah, Parshas Ki Tetzei, sec. 7 and
other sources, quoted in Hadras Ponim
Zokon Section 1, pp. 115-116).

ACHARONIM (BEFORE THE TIME OF THE
TZEMACH TZEDEK) WHO WRITE THAT LO
YILBASH APPLIES TO THE BEARD INCLUDE MAJOR
POSKIM SUCH AS:

e The Chacham Tzvi (quoted in Hadras
Ponim Zokon Section 1, p. 171);

e his son Rav Yaakov Emden (quoted in
Hadras Ponim Zokon Section 1, p. 185); and

e the Chasam Sofer (in Shaalos u'Teshuvos
Chasam Sofer Hachadashos sec. 30.2
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2 In that teshuvah, the Chasam Sofer (who in this teshuvah also
states that chukos hagoyim does apply to shaving, reversing his
position from what he had written previously) states that both lo
yilbash and chukos hagoyim would not apply in a beardless society.
(However, this lenient position is disputed by many Poskim — see
Hadras Ponim Zokon Section 2, ch. 4 fn. 4, and ch. 3 fn. 24 at length.




After the time of the Tzemach Tzedek, there
were also great Poskim who were not
“mystified” by his position. They clearly
indicated (despite the heter codified in
Shulchan Aruch) that those who remove their
beards are transgressing (also) /o yilbash.

They include none other than the Chofetz
Chaim himself, who (without making any
mention of the Tzemach Tzedek, yet citing
one of the same proofs as the Tzemach Tzedek)
wrote in his sefer Tiferes Odom (ch. 6):

One must know that even if on the sur-
face, [merely] styling the beard does not
appear to involve a transgression, in
truth, it is included in the command-
ment: “A man should not wear the
garment of a woman.” For adorning
oneself was permitted only to women....
Proof of this concept is in Shabbos 92b,
which states that even picking gray
hairs from dark ones is forbidden, be-
cause he is endeavoring to enhance his
appearance and look younger. Ram-
bam’s view is that this obligates one for
lashes; see Beis Yosef, Yoreh Deah, sec.
182. Moreover, by doing so, he incites the
yetzer hara to [tempt] him.

An entire chapter is dedicated to this topic in the
sefer Hadras Ponim Zokon (Section 2, ch. 3),
where many other later Poskim are quoted. They
include a teshuvah from the Rogatchover Gaon,
considered by many as one of the greatest
Geonim in the past several centuries. He explains
at length (also without mentioning the Tzemach
Tzedek) that /o yilbash applies to the beard, and
concludes:
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This is also addressed by Rav Moshe Sternbuch, who wrote in
Teshuvos v’Hanhagos vol. 5 sec. 264 that the Vilna Gaon holds that lo
yilbash applies even under such circumstances.)

Concerning the prohibition of cutting
the beard with scissors...in truth, I have
explained at length that it is certainly a
Biblical prohibition, just that lashes are
not administered.... It is definitely a
Biblical prohibition.... You should be
very careful not to trim the beard, for
this is an absolute prohibition.... You
should desist from doing so.
Shaalos v Teshuvos Tzafnas Paneach,
vol. 4, sec. 258
See also Shaalos u’Teshuvos Minchas Elazar
(vol. 2, sec. 48):
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In Vayelaket Yosef, sec. 132 and sec. 148,
the writers who dispute [the obligation
to grow a beard] write concerning the
Tzemach Tzedek that his words are
certainly not accepted as law, for
otherwise they would be cited by the
Baer Heitevand the Chochmas Odom.

What can I do if the writer does not know
the text about which he is writing? We
are discussing the Tzemach Tzedek
authored close to our time by the Gaon of
Lubavitch (the princely master of Torah,
leader of the Jewish people, grandson
and student of the holy Gaon, the author
of the Tanya). How is it possible that the




Chochmas Odom and other writers of
previous eras would cite his works?

With regard to the matter itself [in taking
issue with the Tzemach Tzedek], that
writer “feels his way around like a blind
man at noon” facing “the light of the
sun,” the Tzemach Tzedek. For he writes
that [the Tzemach Tzedek’s] words
certainly stem from the interpretation
given by the Targum Yonasan to the verse:
“A man should not wear the garment of a
woman,” and bases his disputation on
that. The Tzemach Tzedek, however, does
not mention the Targum Yonasan at all.
Instead, he elaborates on every detail of
the prohibition against a man adorning
himself as a woman does. [That writer]
certainly did not see responsum 93 of the
Tzemach Tzedek, which contains eight
large pages overflowing with profound
halachic explanations regarding the
prohibition of cutting the beard.

The Posek Hador, Rav Shlomo Zalman
Auerbach, also seems not to have been
“mystified” by the position of the Tzemach
Tzedek, as was attested to by his grandchildren
in the sefer Halichos Shiomo:
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[Our grandfather| held that it is proper to
grow a beard. He commented that people act
stringently in many other areas, yet here they
disregard the opinion of the Tzemach Tzedek
that removing the beard involves /o yilbash.

Halichos Shlomo, Hilchos Tefillah, p. 12

In our times, the late Gadol Hador, Rav
Shteinman, also accepted that shaving may be
prohibited based on /o yilbash, and stated:
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“Any method you use to shave your
beard will be problematic,” Maran
HaRav Shteinman replied. “Using an
electric shaver may involve an issur
d’oraysa. Even using shaving cream is
not clearly acceptable, as some say this
involves the issurof lo yilbash.”

Similarly, HaGaon Rav Moshe Sternbuch in his
responsa 7eshuvos V'Hanhagos (1:529) accepts
the validity of the application of /o yilbash to
removing the beard. He rules that a son does
not have to obey his father who ordered him to
shave his beard - even if the father asks him to
do so with scissors or depilatory cream,
because there are Poskim who prohibit doing
so due to the prohibition of /o yilbash. [If the
father demands that the son use an electric
shaver, Rav Sternbuch writes that the son most
certainly should not listen to his father].

[It should also be noted that some of the sources
which argue against the Tzemach Tzedek
apparently never saw his teshuvah itself. They
simply expressed disagreement with the concept
of /o yilbash applying to the beard, without having
seen the basis of the Tzemach Tzedek’s reasoning.
An example of this is the [gros Moshe, who makes
no mention of the content of the Tzemach
Tzedek's teshuvah. He even advances an
argument against the Tzemach Tzedek which is
responded to by the Tzemach Tzedek himself. It is
also of significance that the Seridei Eish (vol. 2
section 81), quoted in the forum’s marei mekomos,
concludes by admitting that his arguments
against the Tzemach Tzedek may be refuted. He
explains that he is merely trying to find a zechus
for those who remove their beards, and that those
who are strict in accordance with the Tzemach
Tzedek should be blessed. Again, it is unlikely they
would have taken the position they did if they




would have been aware of the many Rishonim
and Acharonim mentioned above.]

To conclude, the $’dei Chemedwas a Sephardi
who normally ruled like the Mechaber in
Shulchan Aruch. He surveyed and compiled the
literature of the Poskim concerning this issue,
and was certainly qualified to know whether
the majority agreed or disagreed with the
Tzemach Tzedek. Yet, in his Rabbinic
encyclopedia, S'dei Chemed, he wrote:
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If [the authority who ruled leniently]
had seen the lengthy exposition by the
Tzemach Tzedek in the abovementioned
responsum, he would have retracted his
opinion regarding this issue. He would
have ruled that even [trimming the
beard with] scissors that are not close-
cutting is forbidden....

One who sees or hears of [Jews cutting
their beards] should raise his voice in
rebuke like a shofar. He should not
hesitate, despairing that his reprimand
will not be heeded, because the disease of
this transgression is widespread. Heaven
forbid to say this. Jews are holy. If they are
rebuked, they will accept it with love. Even
if he can save one Jewish soul from this
sinful practice, it is considered as if he
saved an entire world. I attest to the fact
that one of the great rabbis of our
generation speaks unceasingly [about this
matter], tastefully rebuking [others]. He
has turned many away from [this] sin. May
G-d enable us to bring merit to people at
large and generate favor for our Creator.

(Rav Chaim Chizkiya Medinj Sdei Chemed,
Klalim, lamed, sec. 116)

P.S. It is troubling that in the marei mekomos of
a halachah forum, an article from the
rabbinical journal Vayelaket Yosef is
reproduced without including the articles
which were published in the same journal as
rejoinders to the article featured in the
marei mekomos. A multi-year dispute about
the issue of shaving was published in this
journal in the early 1900s, and to be fair, both
sides should have been presented.
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IS IT ACCURATE TO SAY THAT
THE TZEMACH TZEDEK ZT’L HALACHICALLY
PROHIBITED ONLY TOTAL REMOVAL
OF THE BEARD BUT NOT TRIMMING?

Claim:
It was stated that the opinion of the
Tzemach Tzedek (Y.D. 93) is that the
halachic prohibitions involved in removing
the beard apply only to shaving the beard
entirely, but not to trimming the beard.

Response:

This is a gross misrepresentation of the
position of the Tzemach Tzedek. The
Tzemach Tzedek writes in his teshuvah that
shortening/trimming the beard is also
forbidden, for various halachic
considerations which he discusses. In the
words of the Tzemach Tzedek himself:
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Shaving the beard with scissors in a way
that is similar to a razor [i.e., close to the
skin] is certainly prohibited. However,
shaving unlike a razor [i.e., cutting the hairs
not close to the skin] is also forbidden.

See also Sdei Chemed (klalim, Lamed, par. 116),
who writes (in reference to a Rov who was
lenient regarding shaving):
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If the lenient Rov would have seen all that
the Gaon the Tzemach Tzedek wrote in his
lengthy teshuvah, he would have retracted
his opinion in this matter and would have
prohibited even trimming the beard.

The Sdei Chemed’s concluding words regarding
this matter are quoted below, chapter 21.

=0

FOLLOWING ARE CLEAR STATEMENTS BY THE
LAST THREE LUBAVITCHER REBBES ZT’L
REGARDING THE POSITION OF THE TZEMACH
TZEDEK ON TRIMMING THE BEARD:

THE REBBE RASHAB ZT’L:
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3 Although the word “n’nwn%” in general implies total removal of the
facial hair (and not just trimming), we find however that the Rebbe
Rashab uses this term to refer to (even minimal) trimming of the
beard. See his Jgros Kodesh (vol. 1, #118):
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“Also, I have heard that among [the beneficiaries of] our Colel [the
Colel Chabad communal fund in the Holy Land] are young men who
cut their beards, may the Merciful One save us. Therefore, the full force
of this directive — not to give them support from the Colel — applies
to them too, namely, to those who touch [cut] their beards even
slightly, ("x1nw Y5 nannwna Dipra oyan”) and how much more so to
those who trim their beards using scissors.”
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Important Announcement

To our Jewish brethren, “believers,
children of believers”:

There are many who are lenient and cut
their beards with scissors. They base
their conduct on what is quoted in
Shulchan Aruch, declaring that they are
acting in accordance with the halachah
as stated in Shulchan Aruch.

It is our obligation to announce publicly
that they are in error, for this is
absolutely prohibited (issur gomur)
according to Torah law (mid’oraysa).
Many of the earlier and later Torah
giants (Rishonim and Acharonim) have
proven and clarified that those who do
so transgress several Torah prohibitions
(kamah Iavin) [here the Rebbe Rashab
cites source references, including the
teshuvah of the Tzemach TzedeK]....

Everyone is obligated to inform his family
members of this severe prohibition (issur
chomun), so that a root of [spiritual] decay
will not grow from his family. Know that
everything we wrote follows the dictate of
our holy Torah. Whoever transgresses this
should know that the sin is upon his head.
By contrast, whoever listens to these
words shall be blessed with abundant
blessings, with all good forever.

[eros Kodesh of the Rebbe Rashab, vol 2, p. 927,
and Shaalos u’Teshuvos Toras Sholom, section 45

THE REBBE RAYATZ ZT’L:

nMwn>%..0°19011 NY’a1 197AK..PTN N10oN
P’ IR AT PIA.LDMR P MW
NNY 11901 A7AY9PINT KA TN T ININK




n%2pm NOYNN ,NaNIM AWITPN NPT RPN
NOWIN) N7 PXT..NYYN 11L.MOKD NIPRNN
n2%N7T XYX ,nYapn 8"y XN (Pt Ny a1 o
1Y M MO PYINN PNIN INIRK PN
NNPTN 921 KINKT X NXINL.TY WDl N1on

«T7T0N 927 11NKX POID

Y1NP5 TONT 1P¥IX M1¥p 932 Y2pni oo o
/210X NIYW31 0’19071 YIAY 17°8K ,)pTn NYw
D21 WITP 101N HXIw 172 Y3 DYy At 1vap
D°¥ONN...NY° T2 PHN DNY PXW D'01WHN DYWIN
MWONN 921 N DpNINn DwDl  DYpa
DYNWIL.DWDI HY N1 MOX MOXY Dpinnmi
1N DPWYI ,DONONNND PINN 01PN UK W

1N HRN K 72°H woin

ANXYH HPnY X1 TNXW NY $31 07170 11030 K
S [NLw] 10X KX X NIXKND 21910 KIN
X1 Hp 0 XD XD PXI1,D2°Y Mo3Y 1 nrn jvnd
1Y PXW MY MO KIN..290 MXN XOX ,pHN
nooTI,Y”1 Xm0 1T PP N21wn) NN

(X"00 2'PWN'N 11MIN-11°0 .. 1IN 57T Y2193

Concerning cutting the beard...even trim-
ming with scissors...even in order to
straighten the hair of the beard and style
them..my holy grandfather, the tzaddik
and gaon, of blessed memory, discussed
this at length in his work, 7zemach
Tzedek. According to his holy and expan-
sive view, Halachah and Kabbalah coincide
in this case that it is forbidden. He
holds...that trimming the beard even
slightly is not merely a kabbalistic strin-
gency, but a matter forbidden by Halachah.
My grandfather, the gaon and tzaddik, for-
bade it, and he had self-sacrifice regarding
this issue. He is the supreme halachic au-
thority in our entire country, and the final
halachic decisor for all countries....

It has been agreed and accepted in all
parts of our country that it is forbidden
to cut the hairs of the beard; it is even
forbidden to trim the hair with scissors.
The entire house of Israel have accepted
this upon themselves with an attitude of
holy severity. Even simple folk with no

advanced knowledge...but who desire to
preserve their souls take all measures to
distance themselves from this, and are
firm in considering this to be forbidden.
When they hear that there are places
where people are lenient, they are
horrified; they regard those people as
being spiritually ill for following such a
leniency, G-d forbid...

Daily experience has shown that
whenever someone wishes to adopt a
leniency, it stems from his passions. He
finds some lenient opinion as a pretext,
but in reality it has nothing to do with a
lenient or dissenting opinion; it is
merely the lust of his heart.

[Trimming the beard] is a permanent,
irrevocable prohibition.
Responsum of the Rebbe Rayarz

printed in Kovetz Yagdil Torah,
New York, Sivan-Tammuz 5743, sec. 67

THE LATE LUBAVITCHER REBBE ZT’L:

At the end of a lengthy analysis of the teshuva
of the Tzemach Tzedek (published in /[gros
Kodesh, vol. 1, pgs. 3-13), the final ruling of the
Tzemach Tzedek is summarized by the
Lubavitcher Rebbe (/bid. p. 13) as follows:
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The conclusion of this teshuva [of the
Tzemach Tzedek] is that cutting the beard
with scissors, even if they are not close-
cutting, is forbidden by Torah law and also
incurs the punishment of malkos (lashes)
due to the prohibition of /o yilbash (and
the Tzemach Tzedek is slightly uncertain
about the liability of malkos). This applies
[if one cuts facial hair] in the location of the
[five] payos [the sections of the face which are




halachically part of the beard] - [Cutting the
beard with even non-close cutting scissors in
the payos areas is forbidden] both because of
the prohibition of Jo yilbash and because of
lo sashchis [eis pas zekanecha - Kedoshim
19:27, the intrinsic negative commandment
prohibiting beard removal]. [Nowadays,| this
[cutting the beard with even non-close cutting
scissors] is forbidden anywhere on the face,
since we no longer are expert in the exact
location of the payos.”

In another letter, the Lubavitcher Rebbe wrote:
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With regard to growing the beard... ac-
cording to the Rebbe the Tzemach Tzedek
and many halachic authorities who pre-
ceded him and followed him, [cutting the
beard] involves a clear Scriptural prohibi-
tion, as he explains in his responsa and
with further elaboration in his Pisker
Dinim. See also Darchei Teshuvah to
Yoreh Deah and the collection of re-
sponsa, Minchas Elazar, vol. 2, sec. 48.
Several perspectives — according to both
the revealed dimension of Torah and its
inner, mystical dimension — are compre-
hensively collected in the sefer Amudei
Arazim (Jerusalem), by R. Margolis. He
cites wondrous and awe-inspiring points
both with regard to growing the beard
and its opposite. He also includes a letter

from the Rogatchover Gaon (R. Yosef

Rosen) which states that [cutting the

beard with scissors] is an outright prohibi-
tion (issur gomur).

Likkutei Sichos, vol. 12, p. 206;

lgros Kodesh, vol. 22, p. 490

See also Likkutei Sichos, vol. 7, p. 325, where it

states that even slightly trimming the beard

to straighten it is included in the Tzemach

Tzedek’s ruling:

AMK "W’ DYNn W pm 1T MTIX 12037
12N 2P "NYTH - WY NN NI A0 M2 0K
Y2102 DX - 7 wh 122 178K 1Nh 1PN PX -
X 1312005 PN 101 DNIYD NN NIW 110 20nY
NPRYN T INTIRY KT 102 2M1DXY - 1N3IN31 p0an?
YUIPY) AP DX 7,210 AN XY 1T pon PN

(9P ’y 2’N wmp MK 325’y /N mnw

You write that some people have suggested
that you “straighten” your beard. I am not sure
what you mean with the word “straighten.”
According to my opinion and based on my
understanding of your words, you should not
trim your beard even if you are only doing so
to straighten it. Even if this would involve any
other good practice that you kept for a while
and did several times, you would need to
consider how to discontinue it. All the more so
regarding not trimming the beard, which, as
the Tzemach Tzedek rules, is not just a good
practice but a halachic obligation.
Likkutel Sichos, vol. 7, p. 325"
[eros Kodes/h, vol 20, p. 182
It should also be emphasized that the position
of the Tzemach Tzedek that the prohibition of
lo yilbash applies to cutting the beard is not a
chiddush of the Tzemach Tzedek. It has sources
in Rishonim and Acharonim before and after
the Tzemach Tzedek, as documented in the
sefer Hadras Ponim Zokon (Section 2, ch. 3) and
discussed at length above.
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